
HWST 115 : Mo‘okūauhau: Hawaiian Genealogies 

This is a course in which students will learn about the centrality of genealogy to Hawaiian history, culture, and family. Students of any ancestry or 
background will gain value in learning about a central aspect of Hawaiian culture, and in doing research that is geared toward either their own family 
genealogy or the researching of the genealogies of public figures, or historical figures. Students will be guided through a research process and set of 
research methodologies for vital statistics, land, tax, census, historical material, and online resources. Students will also learn chiefly and family 
genealogies of Hawai‘i, which is a Hawaiian method through which some of the history of Hawai‘i is also explored. By completion of the semester, 
students will be expected to assemble a genealogy and family history beyond what they might already have completed before enrollment in this class for 
either themselves or a public figure cleared by the instructors of this course. 
Credits  3 
Lecture Hours  3 
Designation 
DH 
Course Outcomes 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the centrality and importance of genealogy to Hawaiian culture. 
• Show knowledge of some of the major genealogies of Hawaiian chiefs and large families in Hawai‘i. 
• Demonstrate the ability to conduct research in public and private institutions in Hawai’i, and through the use of internet genealogy web sites. 
• Show that they are able to research and construct a genealogy and family history. 
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